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 (6)	The Department of Commerce also concluded in its
Kahoolawe Island National Marine Sanctuary Feasibility Study
that there are additional marine areas within the Hawaiian
archipelago which merit further consideration  for  national
marine sanctuary status and that the national marine sanc-
tuary program could enhance marine resource protection in
Hawaii.
 (7)	The Hawaiian stock of the endangered humpback whale,
the largest of the three North Pacific stocks, breed and calve
within the waters of the main Hawaiian Islands.

 (8)	The marine areas surrounding the main Hawaiian
Islands, which are essential breeding, calving, and nursing
areas for the endangered humpback whale, are subject to dam-
age and loss of their ecological integrity from a variety of
disturbances.
 (9)	The Department of Commerce recently promulgated
a humpback whale recovery plan which sets out a series of
recommended goals and actions in order to increase the abun-
dance of the endangered humpback whale.
(10)	An announcement of certain Hawaiian waters fre-
quented by humpback whales as an active candidate for marine
sanctuary designation was published in the Federal Register
on March 17,1982 (47 FR 11544).
 (11)	The existing State and Federal regulatory and manage-
ment programs applicable to the waters of the main Hawaiian
Islands are inadequate to provide the kind of comprehensive
and coordinated conservation and management of humpback
whales and their habitat that is available under title III of
the Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972
(16 U.S.C. 1431 et seq.).
 (12)	Authority is needed for comprehensive and coordinated
conservation and management of humpback whales and their
habitat that will complement existing Federal and State regu-
latory authorities.
 (13)	There is a need to support, promote, and coordinate
scientific research on, and monitoring of, that portion of the
marine environment essential to the survival of the humpback
whale.
 (14)	Public education, awareness, understanding, apprecia-
tion, and wise use of the marine environment are fundamental
to the protection and conservation of the humpback whale.
 (15)	The designation, as a national marine sanctuary, of
the areas of the marine environment adjacent to the main
Hawaiian Islands which are essential to the continued recovery
of the humpback whale is necessary for the preservation and
protection of this important national marine resource.
 (16)	The marine sanctuary designated for the conservation
and management of humpback whales could be expanded to
include other marine resources of national significance which
are determined to exist within the sanctuary.
SEC. 2303. DEFINITIONS.
In this subtitle, the following definitions apply:
(1) The term "adverse impact" means an impact that
independently or cumulatively damages, diminishes, degrades,
impairs, destroys, or otherwise harms.

